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ILLEGIB
IN TIIE SENATE OI' THE UNITED STATES

Junn 30 (legislative day, June 27), 1953
Mr. Hiexexroorrr (for himself, Mr. KnowraNn, Mr, WiLey, Mr. Mouxwr, Mr.
Fursriont, Mr, Grren, My, Giooeere, and Mr, Hion) introduced the fol-
lowing joint resolution; which was read twice and referrved to the Com-
mittee on Toreign Relations

JOINT RESOLUTION

To strengthen the foreign relations of the United States by
establishing a Commission on International Teleconimuni-

cations.

Whereas the overseas information program as carried on through
the media of telecommunications is of continuning and increas-
ing importance in carrying out and supporting the foreign
policies of the United States; and

Whereas in his State of the Union message, February 2, 1953,

the President asserted the necessity “to make more cffective
all activities related to international information”; and
I Whereas the Senate Special Subcommittee on Overscas Infor-
r‘. | - mation Programs of the Foreign Relations Commitiee in a
report filed June 15, 1953, concluded that “the feasibility

of linking the Atlantic nations and much of the nen-Com-
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munist world * * * in vast television networks is estab-

lished ; and

Whereas the special subcommittee suggested the creation of a
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commission “to stiudy the present status and the potentialities
of the International use of all forms of telecommunications” :
Therefore be 1t

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
That there is heireby established a commission to be known
as the Commission on International Telecommunications (in
this Act referred to as the “Commission”) .

MEMBERSIIP OF THE COMMISSION

SEC. 2. (a) NUMBER AND APPOINTMENT.—The Com-

mission shall be composed of nine members as follows:
(1) Five appointed by the President of the United

States, of whom at least one each shall be appointed

from the telecommunications industry and the field of

education;

(2) Two appointed from the Senate by the Presi-
dent of the Senate; and

(3) Two appointed from the House of Represent-
atives by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

{b) PorrrrcAn AFFILIATION.~Of the first class of
members mentioned in subsection (a), ne more than three

members shall be from the same political party. Of the
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3
second and third classes of members mentioned in subsection
(a) only one member shall be selected from the same
political party.
ORGANIZATION OF THE COMMISSION

Sec. 3. The Cbmmission shall choose its Chairman and
Vice Chairman from among its members and shall estab-
lish its own procedure.

QUORTUM

Sec. 4. Five members of the Commission shall con-
stitute & quorum.

COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

SEc. 5. (a) MrmsrRs or CoNerEss.—Menibers of
Congress who are members of the Commission shall serve
without compensation in addition to that received for their
services as Members of Congress; but they shall be reim-
bursed for travel, subsistence, and other necessary expenses
incurred by them in the performance of the duties vested
in the Commission.

(b) MrmBERrs oF THE EXECUTIVE BrANCIL—Any
members of the Commission who may be in the executive
branch of the Government shall reccive the compensation
which he would receive if he were not & member of the
Commission, but they shall be reimbursed for travel, sub-

sistence and other necessary expenses incurred by them in

thoRatranesa s obes Hyies Anigsdoinodin §ommission,
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(¢) Memeers From Private Lirn.—-The members

- from private life shall reccive not to exceed $75 per diem

when engaged in the performance of dutics vested in the

Commission, plus reimbursement for travel, subsistence, and

‘other necessary expenses incurred by them in the perform-

. ance of such duties.

STAFT OF THE COMMISSION

SEC. 6. The Commission shall have power to appoint
g Secretary General at a salary of not to exceed $15,000°
and an Assistant Be(-aretary (ieneral at a salary of not to
exceed $12,500, and such other personnel in accordance
with the Classification Act of 1949, as amended, or to obtain
assistance from Government agencies on a reimbursable
basis. The Commission is further akuthorized to employ ex-
perts and consultants for temporary and intermittent per-

sonal serviees, but at rates not to exceed $75 per diem for

- andividuals.  The Commission iz authorized to reimburse

employees, experts, and consulianis for travel, subsistence,

. and other necessary cxpenses ineurred by them in the per-

formanece of their official duties and to make reasonable
advances to such persons for such purposes.
EXPENSES OF THE COMMISSION

SEC. 7. There is hereby anthorized to he appropriated,

- out of any money in the Troasury not otherwise appropriated,
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not to excced $25,000 to carry out the provisions of this
Act.

REPORT—EXTIRATION OI7 THE COMMISSION

Sec. 8. (a) REPORT.—On or hefore : ,
the Commission shall make a report of its findings and recom-
mendations to the Congress.

(b} ExpraTioNn oF ToE CommrssioN.—Ninety days
after the submission to the Congress of the report provided
for in subsection (a) of this section 8, the Commission shall
cease to exist.

DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION

SEC. 9. The Commission is directed to examine, study, -
and report on the subject of international telecommunica-
tions and to recomnmend agreements, policies, and measures
which will stimulate the development and the effective use
of this media in fostering cooperation and mutual understand-
ing among the frec nations of the world.

Without limiting the general scope of this direction, the
work of the Commission shall include consideration of, and
report on, the following matters:

(1) DPresent status of the use of the international air-
waves in the information programs of this country and other
nations of the world.

(2) Present status of the use of television in the infor-
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mation programs of this country and other nations of the
world.

(3) Possibilities of the expanded use of television in
carrying ‘out the purposes of Public Law 402 (Eightieth
Jongress) . Al

(4) Possibilities of international cooperation, both gov-
ernmental and private, in the construction, maintenance and
operation of facilities to link the free narions of the world
in an cffective international telecommunications’ (including
television) network,

POWERS OF THE COMMISSION

SEc. 10. (a) The Commission or, on the authorization

of the Commission, any subcommittee or member thereof,

‘shall have power to hold hearings and sit and aet at such

places in the United States and abroad and at such times,
to require by subpena or otherwise the attendance of such
witnesses and the production of such hooks, papers, and
documents, to administer such oaths, to take such testirony,
and to make such lawful expenditures as the Commission
or such subcommittee or member may deem advisable. Sub-
penas shall be issued under the signature of the Chairman
of the Commission and shall be served by any person desig-
nated by him.

(b) The Commission is authorized to secure from any

department, agency, or independent instrumentality of the
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Government any information it deems necessary to carry
out its functions under this Act;‘and each such department,
agéncy, and instrumentality is authorized and directed to
furnish such information to the Commission, upon request

“made by the Chairman or by the Viee Chairman when acting
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as Chairman.
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oo wigess S 1. RES. 96
_ JOINT RESOLUTION

To strengthen the foreign relations of the
United States by establishing a Commission
on International Telecommunications.

By Mr. Hrcxzwroorer, Mr. Kyowrsanp, Mr.
Wiey, Mr. MoNor, Mr. FuisriesT, Mr.
GreeN, Mr. Gruuere, and Mr, Hi

JUNE 30 (legislative day, Juxe 27), 1953
Read twice and referred to the Committee on
Foreign Relations
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